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Objective Criminal policy in confronting the
phenomenon of spreading electronic rumors

through social media networks
"Comparative study"
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Abstract

In this study, | have addressed one of the important issues
currently on the scene , which is objective criminal policy in
confronting the phenomenon of spreading electronic rumors
through modern social media networks Rumors are considered
one of the most dangerous phenomena that have invaded
human societies and affect all areas of political ,economic
,social and security life . They are undoubtedly considered a
type of psychological warfare whose weapon is false or
tendentious news . The effectiveness of rumor has been proven
since ancient times to achieve certain purposes , which may be
applied by individuals or the state . A rumor is a mean of
expression issued by a person , whether an ordinary or
journalist , and in light of techonologicl development, social
media means and networks have multiplied and the demand for
them has increased among all members of society, so that
these networks have become a fertile environment for the

dissemination and circulation of electronic rumors , as evidenced
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by the fact that the rate of spread of electronic rumors is directly
proportional to the rate of spread of electronic rumors

Advances in communication techonology and the spread of
modern social networking among memberes of society . this led
the legislation of various countries to confront the crime of
spreading electronic rumors through modern social media

networks .

Keywords : electronic rumors - social media networks —

publishing — promotion

Criminalization
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1 - A. LEPAGE: Droit pénal et internet la part de la tradition, I'oeuvre de
I'innovation, AJP 2005, p. 217. Larguier (J), Conte (PH), Marie Larguier
(A): Droit pénal spécial, Dalloz, 14 e édition, 2008, p. 140. G. Levasseur:
La politique criminelle, RSC 1971, P. 131.

2-V. CANTAT-LAMPIN: Les atteintes a la personne par le biais des
communications électroniques. Une réponse imparfaite du droit pénal, in
mélanges en | honneur d Yves Mayaud, Entre tradition et modernité: le droit
pénal en contrepoint, Dalloz, 2017, p. 307. P. CONTE: Droit pénal spécial,
LexisNexis, Manuels, 5éme éd., 2016, n° 495. E. DREYER: Droit pénal
special, ellipse, 3éme éd., 2016, p. 227, nos 480-481.
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1-LOIn°®2018-1202 du 22 décembre 2018 relative a la lutte contre la
manipulation de I'information. JORF n°® 0297 du 23 décembre 2018. Pierrat,
E., Binello, L.: Lutte contre les " Fake news":genese,objet,critique et droit
compare, article sur le site:
https://revuedesjuristesdesciencespo.com/?p=1295.
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- Discours du président de la République Emmanuel Macron a [“occasion
des voeux présentés a la presse le 4 janvier 2019, Elysée.fr. URL.:
https://www.elysee.fr/emmanuel  macron/2018/01/03/voeux-du-president-
de-larepublique-emmanuel-macron-a-la-presse.
Discours du président de la Républiqgue Emmanuel Macron a loccasion des

VOeux présentes a la presselel5
janvier2020,Elysée.fr.URL:https://www.elysee.fr/lemmanuel-macron.
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2 - Elena Matsa: Fake news: are current UK laws sufficient?, 14 AUGUST
2017, online
article, accessed on 27/5/

2024 .https://www.kingsleynapley.co.uk/insights/blogs/criminal-law-
blog/fakenews-are- currentuk-laws-sufficient .
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1 - Malicious Communications Act 1998 , C. 27 ,section , Offence of
sending letters etc. with

intent to cause distress or anxiety, paragraph (a) & (b):

1- Offence of sending letters etc. with intent to cause distress or anxiety.

(1) Any person who sends to another person—

(@) letter, electronic communication or article of any description] which
conveys—

(i)a message which is indecent or grossly offensive;

(if)a threat; or

(iii)information which is false and known or believed to be false by the
sender; or

b)any ( article or electronic communication) which is, in whole or part, of an
indecent or

grossly offensive nature, is guilty of an offence if his purpose, or one of his
purposes, in

sending it is that it should, so far as falling within paragraph (a) or (b)
above, cause distress or

anxiety to the recipient or to any other person to whom he intends that it or
its contents or

nature should be communicated .
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1- STRAFGESETZBUCH [STGB] [CRIMINAL CODE], Nov. 13, 199,
BGBL. I at 3322, as amended, §8 186, 187,http://www.gesetze-im-
internet.de/stgb/StGB.pdf, archived at http://perma.cc/X8TS-UCBK,
unofficial English translation available at http://www.gesetze-im-
internet.de/englisch_stgb/englisch_stgb.pdf (English version updated
through Oct. 10, 2013), archived at http://perma.cc/335U-E4RV.

2 - Diane de Bellescize: Fake news: une loi polémique, qui pose plus de
questions qu'elle n'en résout, Constitutions, N° 04 du 25/03/2019, p. 559 ets.
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Marique ENGUERRAND et Alain SROWEL.: La régulation des fake news
et avis factices sur les plateformes, RIDE, 2019, p. 387.
1-ZIVILPROZESSORDNUNG [ZPO] [CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE],
Dec. 5, 2005, BGBL. | at 3202; BGBL. 2006 | at 431; BGBL 2007 | at
1781, as amended, 8§88 935, 940, http://www.gesetze-im-
internet.de/zpo/ZPO.pdf, archived at http://perma.cc/MB6Z-7ZZ6,
unofficial English translation available at http://www.gesetze-im-internet.
de/englisch_zpo/englisch_zpo.pdf, archived at http://perma.cc/9TLR-
A3VD.
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