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Abstract:

This study focuses on the criminal protection for persons with
disabilities within the Saudi system. It addresses the concept of
disability, classifications of disabilities, criminal protection for
persons with disabilities, the justifications for such protection,
and the regulatory developments in Saudi Arabia aimed at
protecting individuals with disabilities from crimes committed
against them. The study shows that the Saudi legislater
legislature requires the disorder or disability to be long-term for a
person to be considered as having a disability. It also
demonstrates that the legislator uses the terms in legal
regulations, once as "persons with disabilities”, and others as
"persons with special needs". The study outlines crimes such as
physical, emotional, or financial assault on persons with
disabilities as well as crimes such as neglecting, deprivation of
rights, abuse, mockery, or exploitation against persons with
disabilities, and the penalties associated with them. It also
discusses the crimes of impersonating a person with a disability
or providing false information in-erderto to obtain their rights
guaranteed by the law in Saudi Arabia and the penalties for such
actions. The study highlights the circumstances under which
disability is considered an aggravating factor in criminal
penalties, and the increased punishment when crimes are
committed against persons with disabilities. The study
recommends that the Saudi legislator unify the terminology to
"persons with disabilities” rather than using both "persons with
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disabilities” and "persons with special needs" in different legal
systems. It also recommends that penalties be tripled for crimes
involving assault (physical, financial, or emotional) on persons
with disabilities.

Keywords: Criminal protection, Persons with disabilities,

Punishment, Saudi system.
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